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PREFACE

This pictorial history traces the evolution of Naval Aviation from its humble
beginnings to its current role as an essential element of U.S. naval warfare.
This is not intended to be an in-depth treatment. Rather, it is a short visual
monograph designed to capture the essence of Naval Aviation and to convey
to the reader something of the imagination, energy and commitment of those
who have made the dream a reality.

Appreciation is extended to the helpful personnel at the Naval Historical
Center Photo Section, Naval Audiovisual Center Still Media Division
(Production Control) and the Defense Audiovisual Agency for their assistance
in the photographic research for this history.

Unless otherwise noted, the photographs used in this publication are of
Navy Department origin. Individual credits or sources are given when known.

Upon request, current information and rates for reproduction services can
be obtained from the following sources. For photos with numbers preceded
by the letters NH, write the Comptroller, Naval Imaging Command, Bldg. 168,
Naval Station, Washington, D.C. 20374. Other numbered Navy photographs
since 1958 (e.g., with prefixes USN, AN or KN), and USMC photos since WW I,
can be obtained from the Department of Defense Still Media Depository, Code
LGP-R, Bldg. 168, Naval Station, Washington, D.C. 20374. The Still Picture
Branch, National Archives, Washington, D.C. 20408, is the depository for naval
photos from 1920-1958, designated here by numbers preceded by NA. On
orders, please identify the photographs by number, if known.
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